
When, How, and Why to Start Producing A 
New Microgreen Crop with Chris Thoreau 

Farm Small, Farm Smart Episode 96 

 

EPISODE HIGHLIGHTS 
• Start a new crop because customers keep asking for something. 

o Once you hear it enough, you start thinking maybe we should give 
this a try. 

o But there has to be a market there at a price point that justifies 
growing the crop. 

o Does it fit into our system and what our system grows well? 

o Is the yield good? 

o Would other customers buy it? 

o It takes a lot of time and energy to research a new crop, so there has 
to be demand. 

 

• If someone asks about a new crop, should you grow it?  What's the 
process? 

o Start doing research online: 

 How long is the growing cycle? 

 Are others having success with it? 

 Does that match the other crops in your system? 

http://www.permaculturevoices.com/when-how-and-why-to-start-producing-a-new-microgreen-crop-fsfs96/


o What will that crop yield per tray? 

o What do you need to charge to make that tray economically viable? 

 Is that a realistic price point? 

o Ask: “Does it match the type of product we want to grow and 
represent our brand?” 

o How long does it take to harvest the crop? 

o How many days does it take the crop to get to harvest size? 

 Does that harvest time match other crops? 

o Is there a marketing advantage to this crop? 

 Will it give us a unique crop to stand out? 

 Or do we need it to add to our crop diversity for marketing 
purposes? 

  

• Chris will test a crop by starting three trays.   

o Placing a each of the three trays at 3 different parts of the growing 
area to see how each does in the space.  

 Is growth consistent throughout the growing area? 

o Then take samples from those three trays to customers – what do 
they think? 

o Then start selling it and see if it is selling, and if it is, then scale it up. 

o The farmers market is a good testing ground for sampling product. 

 

• How to determine initial seeding density? 



o What density have you used for similar crops? 

o What are other growers using? 

o Then test three different densities around the hypothetical density to 
see which works best.  

 For example:  2g, 2.25g, 1.75g 

 

• Can you get enough quality consistent seed to grow it at the scale that you 
want to grow? 

 

• Can you pass off the seed costs and sell the product at a price that is 
profitable? 

 

Recognizing Crop Progress by Chris Thoreau 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kKHKbAfJOzg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kKHKbAfJOzg


Connect with Chris Thoreau: 

Urban Micro 

Contact Chris 

Listen to other episodes with Chris at 
permaculturevoices.com/farmsmallfarmsmart 

https://urbanmicro.ca/
https://urbanmicro.ca/contact/
http://www.permaculturevoices.com/farmsmallfarmsmart
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